
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
To:  The Federal Communications Commission 
From:   Sapulpa Public Schools 
Re:      CC Docket No. 02-06 
Date:     September 11, 2008 
 
I would like to request that telephone broadcast messaging be added to the list of services eligible for 
support under the E-rate program.   This avenue of communications is vital to our schools to continue to 
improve communication with parents.   
 
The benefits of telephone broadcast messaging include: 

• Notification of school events, testing seminars, parent- teacher conference, etc. Attendance at 
these events leads to an increase in the parental understanding of the educational system.   
Parents are also available to ensure student’s participation in available service, college 
enrollment, etc.  

• Truancy report:  These reports can be generated and a call made to the parent automatically.  
Many parents have cell phone communication available throughout the day so this message 
would reach them in time to perhaps reverse the truancy.   

• Reliability:  Phone numbers are gleamed from the student information system and reports are 
available to identify problem phone numbers.  This constantly updated information exceeds the 
delivery of hand written notes, etc.   

• Emergency response:  Weather events, health updates, emergency situations and other events 
can be directly reported to parents.  Location of students to a safe haven can be broadcast to 
parents giving an improved sense of security.   

 
When enacting the E-rate program in 1996, Congress recognized that many schools and libraries have 
limited resources that constrain their access to emerging technologies that can enhance and support their 
educational mission. Telephone broadcast messaging, which allows schools to more efficiently and 
effectively communicate with students and parents, is a prime example of such an emerging technology 
and should be included within the E-rate program’s list of eligible services.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kathy Berryhill 
I. T. Director 
Sapulpa Public Schools  
 
 


